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“Environmental Stewardship at Zion Lodge Reduces Impact on a Global Scale” 

Xanterra Parks & Resorts (Concessioner) 
 
Xanterra Parks & Resorts demonstrated an exceptional commitment to environmental 
stewardship through numerous internal initiatives that exceeded the requirements of their 
concession contract for operating Zion Lodge in Zion National Park.  As a concessioner in Zion 
National Park, Xanterra Parks & Resorts is responsible primarily for providing lodging, food and 
beverage, and retail visitor services.  Its environmental stewardship efforts are based on Xanterra 
Parks & Resorts’ 2015 Environmental Vision which identifies company-wide environmental 
goals based upon the following four general concepts:  1.) slowing global warming; 2.) 
preserving natural resources; 3.) minimizing hazardous substances; and 4.) protecting the natural 
environmental.   
 
Using 2000 as its baseline year, Xanterra Parks & Resorts decided upon the following company-
wide goals: 

• Decrease fossil fuel usage by 30 percent; 
• Increase usage of renewable energy to 7 percent of total electrical consumption; 
• Achieve a CAFÉ (Corporate Average Fuel Economy) of 35 miles per gallon; 
• Decrease greenhouse gas emissions by 30 percent; 
• Divert 50 percent of solid waste from the landfill; 
• Decrease water usage by 25 percent;  
• Increase sustainable food purchases to 50 percent; and 
• Generate zero hazardous waste. 

 
Xanterra Parks & Resorts has been working hard to achieve these company-wide goals at Zion 
Lodge.  Some of its current accomplishments toward meeting the company-wide goals include:  

• Reducing over 24,000 gallons of annual diesel fuel use through the conversion of an 
older diesel fuel-fired boiler to an energy-efficient “on-demand” propane-fired system; 

• Increasing its renewable energy commitment through the purchase of 667,000 kWh of 
renewable “Green-e” certified wind power and the installation of an “on-site” 15-kilowatt 
solar photovoltaic system which generates up to 30,000 kWh of electricity annually;   

• Installing an interactive display in the main lobby that tracks renewable energy use at 
Zion Lodge and displays “real-time” on-site solar power generation;  

• Installing energy-saving measures such as guest-room occupancy sensors to control room 
temperature, purchasing Energy Star® qualified appliances, and using compact 
fluorescent lamps; 

• Reducing the use of gasoline in fleet vehicles by purchasing one hybrid electric Toyota 
Prius, two fuel-efficient Toyota Corollas, and two “zero” emission electric maintenance 
carts; and converting two gasoline maintenance carts to propane to completely eliminate 
the use of gas-guzzling trucks for routine maintenance calls; 
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• Installing two Earth Tub™ composters which processed nearly 30,000 pounds of food 
waste from its food and beverage operations in 2005; the finished compost material was 
donated to local gardens and nurseries which in turn produce organic fruits and 
vegetables; 

• Providing recycling containers in all employee dorm rooms as well as hotel guest rooms; 
• Selling BIOTA brand Colorado Pure™ Spring Water, which is sold in a compostable 

NatureWorks® bottle made from corn (PLA); the empty bottles are collected and 
combined with food waste, fully degrading in the Earth Tubs into organic material, 
carbon dioxide and water in approximately 80 days; 

• Restoring two acres of non-native grassland to a natural state consisting of rocks, native 
grasses, and shrubs; and 

• Offering sustainable food choices in their restaurant amounting to seven percent of the 
total menu items.   

 
With ten more years still remaining, Xanterra Parks & Resorts is well in its way at Zion National 
Park in reaching the 2015 Environmental Vision environmental goals. 


